






Chapter 20. 25 Land Use and Development Fees

28. The current refund code language is oriented towards short-term permit time periods rather than

the lengthier docketing of Comprehensive Plan or code amendments. Docket items can take a year
or more (sometimes several years) to process due to PDS workloads, state mandates, Council

priorities, and/ or work program resource limitations. However, the existing refund deadlines of 14
or 90 days precludes an applicant from receiving a refund after those deadlines even if work has not
yet commenced on the project. This proposed amendment would allow for partial to full application
fee refunds for docketed items depending upon the amount of review and work undertaken by PDS. 

22. 25. 040 Refund of application fees. 

Refunds of application fees for project permits and for amendments to the Whatcom County

comprehensive plan, development regulations and official maps shall be computed based on the
following, unless otherwise indicated in the Whatcom County Code. All refund requests shall be
submitted in writing to the department of planning and development services director. The date of
application for a refund request shall be the date the written refund request is received by the

department. For the purpose of computing elapsed calendar days, the day after the date of application
or deadline date as appropriate shall be counted as day one. 

1) Fees for Project Permits. 

a) Applications withdrawn on or before the fourteenth calendar day after the date of application

shall be eligible for a refund of 90 percent of all application fees including any SEPA fees. 

b) Applications withdrawn after the period set forth in subsection ( 1)( a) of this section but on or

before the ninetieth calendar day after the date of application shall be eligible for a refund of 50

percent of all application fees except for any SEPA fees which shall not be eligible for a refund. 
c) Applications withdrawn after the ninetieth calendar day after the date of application shall not

be eligible for a refund. 

d) Notwithstanding the above, no fees shall be refunded for any permit or approval that has been
issued or granted by the county. 

e) The director may authorize a full refund of any project permit application fee paid in error. 
2) Fees for Amendments to the Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan, Development Regulations, and

Official Maps. 

a The docketin fee shall be non- refundable. 

b) The amendment application fee may be refunded, if the application is withdrawn, as follows: 

10 if the application has been docketed but review of the application has not commenced
100% of the application fee may be refunded. 

Iii) if the application has been docketed and review of the application has commenced, but the

staff report has not been issued, 75% of the application fee may be refunded. 

iii) If the application has been docketed and a staff report has been issued, but a Planning

Commission hearing has not been held, 50% of the application fee may refunded. 

iv) if the application has been docketed and the Planning Commission has held a public hearing, 

then the application fee may not be refunded. 
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c) The SEPA checklist fee may be refunded if the application is withdrawn and SEPA review has not

commenced. 

a4 : The legal notice fee may be refunded if the application is withdrawn and legai notice has

not been published. 
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